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Marcus Banks is working and teaching at the Institute for Social and Cultural Anthropology at the
University of Oxford. Following earlier research in India and the UK on the social organization of the
Jain community, and later on anthropological theories of ethnicity, Marcus Banks has spent the last
few years conducting research in the area of visual anthropology.

Main Research and Ongoing Projects
Marcus Banks concentrates on Visual Anthropology, ethnographic film and cultural studies as well
as sociology. His geographic focus is India and Western Europe. Further fields of study are ,
urbanisation and Jainism, labour and family migration, ethnicity and identity, multiculturalism, race
and racism. Research inquiries also explore methodological issues such as research methods,
archiving and digitisation. Marcus Banks current research includes the history of a small city in
western India, cinematographic practice in Colonial India, the history of ethnographic film, and the
development of robust visual research methodologies and computing. His current research is on the
interpretation of forensic imagery. Banks is currently co-editing a book on neo-nationalism in Europe
and completing a student textbook on visual research methods, he is co-editing a book on the
current ‘state of play’ in visual anthropology with Jay Ruby (Temple) and is editor of a series of
planned books on visual and material anthropology published by Berg.
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